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A View of the Wabash Valley from Hanging Rock in Wabash County. 
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time the river reaches Peru in Miami 
County it travels 100 miles, drops 
200 feet, and drains 2,686 square 
miles. This section of the river— 
from Jay through Miami County— 
is designated the Upper Wabash 
River Area. 

The terrain of the Upper Wabash 
Area is generally flat and fertile 
farm land. Some sections adjacent to 
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The Wabash crosses the State line 
east of New Corydon in Jay County. 
It flows Northwesterly to Huntington, 
then Westerly to Lafayette, and fi- 
nally bends Southward on its course 
to the Ohio River. It is nearly 500 
miles long from beginning to end. 


At New Corydon the Wabash 
drains only 262 square miles. By the 
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Fishing the Wi 


By Jed Pearson 
Fisheries Biologist 


The Wabash River is Indiana’s 
largest and most famous river. Its 
tributaries drain two-thirds of the 
entire Hoosier State. Its headwaters 
arise from small, farm drainage 
ditches near Grand Lake in Mercer 
County, Ohio. 
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The Forks of the Wabash Near Huntington Has Been the Scene of Many Historical Events. 


Fishing the Upper Wabash is fun 
and rewarding. Many canoeists en- 
enjoy taking float trips down its 
course. 


Although muddy from farm run- 
off, the river in Jay County provides 
good fishing for Rock Bass and Chan- 


for travel and commerce which led 
to development of several large 
towns along it. Presently it is used 
for agricultural, municipal, and in- 
dustrial drainage. Consequently the 
river has lost much of its natural 
character and quality. However, 
recreational uses are still important. 


the river valley are more rolling. 
Many small brooks and larger trib- 
utaries enter the Wabash at various 
points. These include the Little Wa- 
bash River, the Salamonie River, 
and the Mississinewa River. 


Historically the Wabash was used 
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There Is Excellent Fishing Downstream from The Forks. Channel Catfish, Crappies, Suckers and Sauger Are 


pike is also caught through this sec- 
tion. The river continues on past 
Linn Grove, Vera Cruz, and Bluffton. 


As the Wabash leaves Wells 
County and enters Huntington 
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Frequent Catches. 


ties the river quietly flows on. Excel- 
lent access facilities are available 
near Geneva at Limberlost Park and 
the Linn Grove Park. Channel Cat- 
fish and Suckers are the most sought 
fish here. An occasional Northern 


nel Catfish. Rock Bass up to 10 
inches and Channels more than two 
feet long can be caught here. Access 
for canoeists is available just West 
of New Corydon. 


Through Adams and Wells Coun- 


river bottom it blankets the sub- 
stratum and forms an undesirable 
environment for many fish food 
organisms. Silt often destroys fish 
spawning areas and smothers eggs 
on the nest. 


Continual channelization of the 
river’s tributaries and upper main 
stem have greatly reduced fish habi- 
tat. It eliminates pools and 95 
and increases the water temperature. 
The practice of clear-cutting the riv- 
er’s banks has also damaged fish hab- 
itat by increasing water temperature 
and turbidity. 


The development of large towns 
and industries along the Wabash has 
radically altered the fishery. Not all 
municipal sewage treatment facilities 
are adequate. Such pollution reduces 
dissolved oxygen levels and increases 
turbidity. Industries often discharge 
toxic chemicals and material into the 
river. Many of these destroy fish 
food organisms or even the fish. 


Further industrial development 
along the Wabash River can only 
degrade the fishery unless ac- 
companied by appropriate effluent 
treatment. 


But the future looks bright for 
Wabash fishermen. Many towns are 
improving their waste treatment 
operations. Industries continue to de- 
velop new ways to reduce ecological 
damage by their effluents. Concerned 
citizens are opposing unwarranted 
stream channelization projects, while 
supporting projects that preserve 
natural areas. 


But much more needs to be done! 
Improving the fishing and water 
quality in the Upper Wabash River 
can only come from the support of 
all Hoosiers, so once again the Wa- 
bash will be called The River of 
White Water. 


Dunes State Park (Right) Is Indi- 
ana's Seashore in the Warmer 
Months. The Center Spread 
Shows the New Pavillion 
at Dunes State Park. 


Wabash). Known as the “Forks of 
the Wabash,” this site has witnessed 
many historical events. Indians of- 
ten held meetings here and explorers 
passed this point on their way from 
the Great Lakes to the Mississippi 
River. The famous Wabash & Erie 
Canal followed the Little River from 
Fort Wayne to the Forks and then 
on down to the Ohio River. 


This site is a favorite starting point 
for canoeists. Many sections down- 
stream are very scenic and natural. 
Excellent fishing is also available 
here. Channel Catfish, Smallmouth 
Bass and Sauger are the principal 
game fish present. 


Even a few Walleyes are caught. 
The Department of Natural Re- 
sources stocked nearly 2 million 
Walleye fry in Salamonie Lake in 
1970 and 1971. Many passed through 
the Salamonie Dam and are now 
found along various sections of the 
Wabash from Huntington to Peru. 
Some Walleye weighing more than 
four pounds have been caught below 
the Salamonie Dam just off the Wa- 
bash River. 


The Wabash widens as it passes 
the old Canal towns of Lagro, Wa- 
bash, and Peru, where it is joined by 
the Salamonie and Mississinewa Riv- 
ers. Where the river leaves Miami 
County—the downstream boundary 
of the Upper Wabash River—Chan- 


nel Catfish, Sauger, Smallmouth 
Bass, Drum, and Suckers can be 
caught. 


In the past several problems have 
threatened the water quality and fish 
life in the Upper Wabash River. 
Ever since the fertile lands of the 
Wabash Valley have been used for 
farming tons of topsoil have annu- 
ally washed down the river. Poor 
soil conservation practices have 
greatly increased the turbidity (mud- 
diness) of the river. 


Turbidity damages the river in 
many ways. It reduces the growth of 
aquatic plants and interrupts the 
food chain. As silt settles out to the 


County it begins to change. The wa- 
ters slow and widen as they approach 
Huntington Lake, one of three large 
flood-control reservoirs built by the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in the 
Upper Wabash Arca and operated 
by the Indiana Department of Nat- 
ural Resources as State Recreation 
Areas. 


A large levee has been built at 
Markle to prevent flooding of the 
town. Here the original course of the 
river has been altered, but flow is 
still maintained through the old 
channel. Hefty Largemouth Bass lurk 
in the enclosed pools. Bullheads, 
Channel Catfish, Crappies, and Suck- 
ers are also caught here. 


Just downstream in the Lake 
itself Largemouth Bass and Crappies 
provide most of the fishing. The De- 
partment of Natural Resources 
stocked several hundred adult White 
Bass there in 1972. These have re- 
produced successfully and are in- 
creasing in number. 


The water tumbles and rolls as it 
passes through the Huntington Dam. 
Immediately below the dam is a large 
catch basin, a very popular fishing 
spot. Many different kinds of fish are 
found here. Some have been stopped 
on their upstream migrations by the 
dam while others have been drawn 
through the dam. 


Channel Catfish, Sauger, Crappies, 
and Suckers are the most common 
species immediately below the dam. 
The rare Paddlefish is occasionally 
caught here. These often reach more 
than four feet in length. 


The Wabash flows clearer as it 
leaves Huntington Lake and mean- 
ders on its natural course. Much of 
the silt that the river carries settles 
out in the reservoir. Rocks dotting 
the river bottom glisten in the sun- 
light. “Wabash” is an Anglicized 
version of an Indian word meaning 
“River of White Water.” 


Just below Huntington the Wabash 
is met by the Little River (which in 
pioneer days was called the Little 
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